ABIGAIL E. DISNEY, DREAM HAMPTON, CYNDI LAUPER, RHONDA JOY MCLEAN,
SARINYA SRISAKUL AND DR. MARTA MORENO VEGA
HONORED AT THE NEW YORK WOMEN’S FOUNDATION’S
2019 CELEBRATING WOMEN® BREAKFAST
New York, NY – More than 2,200 supporters from community, philanthropy and business joined
The New York Women’s Foundation (The Foundation) on May 14 to honor six extraordinary
leaders whose vision, energy and achievements have had a transformative effect on communities in
New York City and beyond. The Breakfast also honored The Foundation’s grantee partners—
dynamic community organizations working to advance economic, gender and racial justice.
The 2019 Celebrating Women® Breakfast recognized Abigail E. Disney, philanthropist, filmmaker,
activist and Chair Emerita of The New York Women’s Foundation Board, with the Century Award for
her courageous efforts in fighting economic inequality and storytelling that fosters human
understanding, peace and justice.
These barrier breakers were awarded with Celebrating Women Awards: dream hampton,
filmmaker, writer, organizer and executive producer of “Surviving R. Kelly;” Dr. Marta Moreno
Vega, President of the Creative Justice Initiative and Founder of the Caribbean Cultural Center
African Diaspora Institute; and Sarinya Srisakul, the first Asian-American woman FDNY firefighter
and former President of the United Women Firefighters Association of New York City.
Grammy, Emmy and Tony Award-winning artist Cyndi Lauper, Co-Founder of True Colors United,
and Rhonda Joy McLean, attorney, author, philanthropist and former Board Co-Chair of The New
York Women’s Foundation, were recognized for their charitable endeavors and advocacy with
Vision Awards for Philanthropy.
The awards were presented by Tarana Burke, Founder and leader of the Me Too Movement; Ms.
Disney; Catherine Gund, filmmaker and activist; Foundation Board Members Anne Delaney and
Ayo Roach; and Marjorie Cadogan, former Board Member.
Ana Oliveira, President and CEO of The Foundation, said, “The Celebrating Women® Breakfast is a
testament to the power of radical generosity. Our honorees, grantee partners and supporters
understand how collective action is key to building the world we want to see right now. The
Breakfast celebrates women’s leadership as activists, movement-builders, problem solvers,
advocates and philanthropists, and it builds energy to keep moving forward together to advance a
more just future for women, girls and LGBTQI individuals.”
The celebration opened with a performance by students from Developing Artists, whose mission
provides opportunities for underserved teens to proclaim themselves as artists and activists and to
reach their full potential through the performing arts.

The annual Celebrating Women® Breakfast raises funds for The New York Women’s Foundation.
The Foundation’s grantmaking places it at the top of public women’s funds in the United States and
in the top two in the world.
Ms. Disney said, “I love The New York Women's Foundation. It is where I have learned my way
around grantmaking. It is where I have formed some of my deepest friendships. And it has shaped
my understanding of the best way forward. I am humbled and thrilled to receive the Century
Award.”
Ms. hampton said, “There’s never been a more important time to for women to center other
women, to be led by the most vulnerable among us, and to invest in that leadership with
resources.”
Ms. Lauper said, "I feel really lucky that I’ve been able to use my music as a platform to address
social issues, acceptance, equality, and women’s empowerment. Thank you to The New York
Women’s Foundation for honoring me with the Vision Award."
Ms. McLean said, “As a volunteer with The New York Women's Foundation, I learned how to
activate my personal power, not only for myself, but also on behalf of others. This activation
elevated my commitment to purposeful living and has greatly enhanced my life.”
Ms. Srisakul said, “The support of The New York Women’s Foundation of someone like me— a
woman of color in leadership in a workplace dominated by white men – is so meaningful, not only
to myself but to the other women behind me who are helping to change our landscape.”
Dr. Moreno Vega said, “As women and girls, we are integral to all the dimensions that form civil
society. Therefore, it is essential that we work as one to confront injustice in all forms and areas.
The New York Women's Foundation's breakfast celebration and honoring of women and girls
reminds us always that the work to achieve justice insists that we join together across cultural,
racial, economic and gender definitions to dismantle injustice. What an honor to be part of the
work and be recognized as an active participant in justice work.”
The 2019 Celebrating Women® Breakfast, co-chaired by Helene Banks and Merble Reagon, took
place at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in Times Square. Notable guests included Manhattan Borough
President Gale Brewer, New York City Council Majority Leader Laurie A. Cumbo, New York City
Council Member Helen Rosenthal and former New York City Council Member Elizabeth Crowley,
singer/songwriter Regina Spektor, Executive Director of the Civil Liberties Union Donna Lieberman
and philanthropists Anne Bass and Jean Shafiroff.
Corporate sponsors included PWC, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, EY, Kate Spade New York, Allen &
Overy, BLB&G LLP, JP Morgan Chase & Co., Latham & Watkins, Lily Auchincloss Foundation,
Metropolitan Commercial Bank, Morgan Stanley, PURE Insurance, The Sister Fund, AXA Equitable
Life Insurance Company, Bank of America, Brandt & Hochman Literary Agents, Inc., Cahill Gordon &
Reindel LLP, Capalino + Company, CRM Management LLC, Glenmede, The Divorcierge, IPG, INVNT,
Morrison Foerster, Patterson Belknap, Regeneron, Shearman & Sterling, Walden Macht & Haran
LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, HR&A Advisors, Inc., Liberty Behavioral Management
Group Inc., Marriott Marquis Hotel, WarnerMedia, EisnerAmper LLC, Avalon Trust Company and
Carver Federal Savings Bank.

Event photos may be viewed here. Credit goes to Monica Schipper, Getty Images; and Hannah
Schillinger, Hannah Jan Photo.

About The New York Women’s Foundation
Since 1987, The New York Women’s Foundation has advanced a dynamic philanthropic strategy
based on the fundamental reality that, when women thrive, their families and communities also
thrive. The Foundation’s grantmaking places it at the top of public women’s foundations in the
United States, and in the top two in the world. We invest in women-led, community-based solutions
that promote the economic security, safety, and health of women and families in New York City. We
foster women’s leadership, create partnerships that spark catalytic change, exchange insights with
experts across sectors, and empower women by training them in activism and philanthropy to
accelerate and sustain forward progress. Visit http://www.nywf.org to learn more about our work
to transform lives, families, and communities – and create a better New York City for all.
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