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FOUNDATIONS COMMIT TO MATCH NYC COUNCIL’S $10 MILLION INVESTMENT 
IN GIRLS, YOUNG WOMEN AND TRANS YOUTH OF COLOR 

The announcement comes on the heels of Speaker Mark-Viverito’s announcement of 
the Council’s $10 million for the city’s Young Women’s Initiative at her State of the City 
speech held in the Bronx. 

New York, NY—The New York Women’s Foundation and NoVo Foundation, co-chairs 
of the New York City Philanthropic Table for Girls and Young Women of Color 
(Philanthropic Table), announced an initial commitment of $10 million in new 
philanthropic funding for programs targeting girls, young women and trans youth of 
color in New York City, matching a $10 million public commitment announced today by 
City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito. 

The Philanthropic Table, a group of more than 15 local and national foundations, began 
meeting last year to drive greater philanthropic investment, grow the field of well-
resourced organizations, find new ways to collaborate, and leverage diverse resources 
to address structural inequities facing girls, young women and trans youth of color in 
the city. 

The initial $10 million commitment will consist of philanthropic funds that are targeted 
specifically for efforts to improve the lives of girls and young women of color; are newly 
committed or newly targeted to these communities; and are aligned with the priorities of 
the Table. 

The New York City Council’s $10 million dollar commitment will be invested in 
the Young Women’s Initiative (YWI), created by Speaker Mark-Viverito as the nation’s 
first-ever effort solely dedicated to supporting young women. YWI will propose 
programming, policy changes, data collection, and long-term research geared towards 
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closing the gaps in outcomes experienced by girls, young women and trans youth of 
color in New York City. 

“We applaud Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and The New York City Council for their 
steadfast commitment to the Young Women’s Initiative, which declares that the lives of 
girls, young women and trans youth of color deserve greater attention and investment. 
The New York Women’s Foundation is a proud co-chair of YWI and remains committed 
to advancing the lives of girls and young women across New York City as we have for 
the past 29 years.” Ana Oliveira, President & CEO, The New York Women’s Foundation 

The foundations are working closely with YWI, experts and girls and young women 
themselves to uncover opportunities for collaboration and to elevate the priorities and 
perspectives of girls and young women of color in the city. 

By galvanizing cooperation across philanthropy in New York, the Philanthropic Table 
also hopes to demonstrate what is possible in other communities across the country. 
The $10 million commitment is a first step in a long-term effort to bring many more 
resources to the table for girls and young women of color in the city. 

“The challenges facing girls and young women of color in New York City demand the 
sustained attention, resources, and resolve of leaders from across every sector,” said 
Pamela Shifman, executive director of the NoVo Foundation. “We believe that this is 
just the beginning of a city-wide movement to ensure that girls and young women of 
color finally move from invisibility to investment, and we invite others to join us in this 
effort.” 

About The New York Women’s Foundation 

The New York Women's Foundation is a voice for women and a force for change. We 
are a cross-cultural alliance of women catalyzing partnerships and leveraging human 
and financial capital to achieve sustained economic security and justice for women and 
girls. With fierce determination, we mobilize hearts, minds and resources to create an 
equitable and just future for women, families and communities in New York City. For 
more information, visit www.nywf.org. 

About NoVo Foundation 

http://www.nywf.org/


 

NoVo Foundation is dedicated to catalyzing a transformation in global society, moving 
from a culture of domination to one of equality and partnership. We support the 
development of capacities in people—individually and collectively—to help create a 
caring and balanced world. We envision a world that operates on the principles of 
mutual respect, collaboration, and civic participation, thereby reversing the old 
paradigm predicated on hierarchy, violence, and the subordination of girls and women. 
For more information, visit www.novofoundation.org. 
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